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MR. TAMBASCO: Today is October 11. The time 
is 1449 hours. My name is Mike Tambasco assigned 
to the World Trade Center Task Force. I'm here 


conducting an interview with Paramedic George 


Burbano in regards to the events of September 11 


at the World Trade Center. 

Q. Mr. Burbano, I just ask you to give me your 
name, rank and then tell me your story. 

A. My name is George Burbano. I'm a Paramedic, 
Battalion 22 on Staten Island. 

Q. Just feel free to tell me what happened from 
the beginning to the end. 

A. That morning I left BHS, I left headquarters 
at sometime around 8:20, 8:30 in the morning. I was 
going into Manhattan. 

Q. You weren't on duty, right? 

A. I wasn't on duty initially, no. I was going 


into Manhattan to meet a friend of mine at the World 


Trade Center. We were going into midtown. I hopped on 


the 2 train some time around quarter to nine and within 


minutes after that, we went one stop to Chambers Street 


and they stopped the train and they asked everybody to 


get out of the train and we left at Chambers Street. 


We walked out and when I came out at Chambers Street, I 
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saw the one building on fire. Actually we saw mostly 
just smoke. 
Then within -- we are watching it and I 


started walking down towards the Center, and then 


within minutes after that, I heard a second explosion. 


At that point I literally ran down to the Center and 


when I got to -- I came down Chambers Street. I came 


down Church. 


Q. Church? 
A. Yes, I came down this way, I came down 
Barclay Street. I came across West, came by the two 


buildings down Vesey Street and went in front of the 
Trade Center. When I came down here there was a lot of 
debris all around this area. 

Q. That's all along Vesey Street? 

A. That's right, all along Vesey Street. There 
was a lot of debris. There was a lot of people that 


were injured. There were a lot of people running away 


from the buildings. I went past most of those people 
and I went to the front of the World Trade Center. 


Q. That would be on West Street? 


A. That's right. I was on West Street and at 


the front of the World Trade Center I saw numerous fire 


trucks and there was already a few ambulances there. I 
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found somewhere around Vesey Street and West Street I 


ran into Joe Cahill. I told Joe, I said, do you guys 


need help. I said you know I'm here. I was dressed in 
regular clothes. I didn't have anything on me. Joe 
Cahill gave me his sweat shirt that said Cahill on it, 


which to this day is plowed. 

He said, you know, he said I need you to grab 
some of these guys that are coming in and see if you 
can set up a triage unit somewhere nearby. He said 
there are units set up all over the place. We have 
tons of patients. So myself and about 4 or 5 EMTs, I 


don't know any of these guys -- 


Q. Were they Fire Department EMTs? 
A. They were no, they were our unit, EMS EMTs. 
There was numerous trucks parked all along this -- like 


from below the pedestrians street all the way up. This 


way they had parked the ambulances on the left side. 
Q. On West Street? 


A. That's right. And then he told me to take 


that ambulance with a few EMTs and if I can go around 


to the front of the building, to the front of the Trade 


Center, which would probably he led me to believ 


from the map that it would have been like by 5 World 


Trade Center, where there were patients all along 
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here. 


I grabbed a couple of them. I put them in 


the ambulance, on to vehicle 307, which was there. I 


took one of them -- the guy in front of me with me in 


the front was -- I believe it was a new EMT. He was 


only on the job a few months and as soon as we pulled 
away, we heard a large fall of something. It looked to 
me like it was just like a large chunk of the Center 
from this side fell on top of this area. 

At that point I was going to turn the vehicle 
around, but there was like a huge cloud of dirt and 
debris that was just coming to us, and I pulled away. 

I went up West Street with a few of the EMTs in there. 
As we went up West Street there was numerous EMS 
personnel. Of course we were all running up the street 
now. 

When we got like somewhere around Murray 
Street, I ran into a supervisor there who I used to 


work with, actually, a couple of years ago, Marty 


Miller and a couple of other supervisors. There was a 


Chief also there, but I don't remember his name. 


At that point I opened up the back of the 


truck. A lot of that cloud of dust had settled in and 


they had pulled out a police officer who was with a 
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Scott packing and everything. He couldn't breathe and 
we put him in the back of the ambulance right there on 
that corner. 


We met up with some St. Vincent's ambulances 


there also. One of the girl -- I know her by first 
name. I don't know her last name. Her name is 
Ernestine. She is a medic out of St. Vinny's. She 


used to work here on Staten Island with us as BLS out 


of St. Vincent Staten Island. Now she is a medic in 
Manhattan. I ran into her there and we took that cop 
and carried him over to the ambulance. We put him in 
the back of the ambulance. I started him on a 
treatment. The BLS crew was there. 

Then within sometime after that, there was 
more debris that was falling. There was like another 
cloud, so we moved up further. We went up further with 


the ambulance. That police officer -- we actually got 


into a little bit of a verbal thing, because he wanted 


to go back and we told him you should not go back. He 


couldn't breathe. We had to literally carry him up to 
begin with. He started running back and then soon 
after that, he -- I was -—- the radio -- the ambulance 


was open and all we heard on the radio was that the 


building was collapsing. The building was collapsing. 
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Q. You didn't happen to get a name on the police 
officer, did you? 
A. I didn't get his name. He was one of the ESU 
guys. He was in his 40s. You know, we started him on 


a treatment and then he took off out of the ambulance 


and he started running down West Street and we actually 
followed him. I actually grabbed him. I tried to put 


him back in the truck and we couldn't do that. The guy 


couldn't breathe. Actually I saw that. That was -- 


they actually caught that on videotape. It was on the 
one of the news shows when I was there. We saw that on 
video. 
We started sort of making our way back 
because a lot of that dust settled. 
Ox Going back south? 


A. Going back south towards the Center. There 


was patients that were in that area that were covered 


in smoke and dust and all that other stuff that was on 


them. There was another ambulance that was left there 


and it was left wide open, so I hopped on that vehicle 


and moved that vehicle on forward. 


Q. Went north with that. 


A. That's right. Went north with that, and met 


with them somewhere around, I guess like Warren Street, 
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where there is that -- a parking lot outside. Then as 
soon as that happened, we saw the second building go 
down. 

At that point when the second building went 
down, we moved further, everybody hopped in the 
ambulances and we moved further -- there was a police 
chief who was actually running towards the Center and 


we actually almost tackled this guy, because he was 


running towards the building when that second building 
collapsed and we grabbed him and we put him in the 
ambulance with us and we ended up down by Canal Street, 
so we went all the way up north to Canal Street. 

After the two buildings were down, we -- I 
took those EMTs that were with me initially. I hopped 
in the back of the ambulance along with a whole bunch 
of others. We had about 12 people in the ambulance at 
that point, and cut across the east side, trying to get 


down Church. We couldn't get down Church, so we just 


kept -- crossed behind City Hall over to the east side 


because we were told to report to the ferry terminal at 
that point. 
We came down to the ferry terminal. At the 


ferry terminal I ran into some people that I knew from 


actually, you know, Staten Island, Mark Cohen and 
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Katherine Zarr, who was having trouble breathing and we 
started treating her at the ferry terminal. Her 


partner was initially missing, Mark Harris. We didn't 


know where he was because apparently they were like 


somewhere near the building when the first building 


started coming down. We started treating her and then 


for the rest of the day we just started treating people 


that were coming down to the ferry. That was it. 


But as far as the time line goes, I know that 


I got on the subway sometime like around 25 to 9, 
somewhere around that time, and it was just a few 
minutes. I mean I figured I waited for the subway for 
a few minutes, then I got on the 2 train and then went 
one stop and they kicked us out. 
By the time I ran down, it was when -- pretty 

much when I got -- I must have been a few blocks away, 
so I was probably like somewhere around Barclay Street 


when the second building got hit. I didn't see the 


building get hit. We just heard the building got hit. 
Then I came across this way and I came to -- towards 
the front of the World Trade Center. 


I mean I saw -- when I got in front there was 


tons of fire units, EMS personnel, a lot of voluntary 


personnel were there. There was a couple of 
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Metropolitan ambulances that I noticed as I walked by. 


The EMS ambulances were parked basically from the front 


of the World Trade Center here all the way under the 


pedestrian bridge that way. 


Q. So from the north tower basically going north 
on West Street? 


A. Yes. They were all parked from the north 


tower right in front, because I ended up going behind 
what's 6 World Trade Center, which I never knew what 
number that was, but I ended up going behind the 6 
World Trade Center, came in front of the building here 
where the old hotel was and that's where they had set 
up a lot of those command centers right there. 

When that first wall collapsed, I just pulled 
away from there. I mean I just pulled away from there 


when that wall collapsed, and at that point, one of the 


EMTs who was with me in the front who was very upset, 
you know, he said, you know, should we go back, should 
we go back. I said we can't go back at this point. We 


didn't know what the damage was, but we knew that a lot 


of those people were probably injured or at least 
(inaudible), but that's basically it. 


After that we made our way to the ferry 


terminal. I don't remember what time after that to be 
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honest with you. I lost complete track of time after 


that until 1:30, 2:00, I think it was, when I finally 


through to ny wife, 
MS, s basically ic. 


Q. Okay, George. Is there anything else you 


might want to add to this? 
A. No, that's basically it. 
MR. TAMBASCO: I thank you for your interview 


and the interview will be concluded at 1459 


hours. 


